
7.1.1s Expository Passage Practice

Shopkins 

Only about an inch tall, Shopkins are tiny dolls that are uniquely 
different from each other with their own names, appearances, 
and personalities. For example, there is a chocolate chip cookie 
Shopkiun named “Kooky Cookie”, a candy bar Shopkin called  
“Cheeky Chocolate”, and an apple Shopkin named “Apple 
Blossom.” 

Buying one means also getting the little toy shopping cart and 
shopping bags along with little playsets (sold separately) to keep 
them all. They even have their own little slogan: Once you shop, 
you can’t stop! 

There are many, many different types of little characters to 
collect including rare ones and limited edition or special edition 
kinds, and  new ones are created by the manufacturer all the 
time. 

The toy producer is a company called Moose Toys which began 
its first line of  Shopkins dolls in 2014 and has been growing 
ever since. In fact, more than 100 million Shopkins characters 
have been sold around the world.  

The Shopkins dolls were designed to be tiny on purpose. In 
2014, Moose Toys President Paul Solomon said: "We know that 
girls love all things miniature, so we created these cute 
collectible characters.” He was right! It will be interesting to see 
what happens with the success of these dolls in years to come.

The French Fry 

Most people would assume that there were maybe three 
ingredients in McDonald’s French fries:  potatoes, oil, and 
salt.  That seems pretty simple and basic for french fries, 
but it’s actually completely wrong! Here’s a list of all the 
ingredients used in McDonald’s French Fries:  

-Potatoes (7% of all the U.S.’s potatoes are used to make 
these fries) 

-Canola oil (greasy) 

-Hydrogenated soybean oil (gotta have more oil) 

-Safflower oil (not sure why there has to be so much oil) 

-Sugar (balances out the taste of all the oil) 

-Sodium acid pyrophosphate (helps keep the fries that 
yellow color) 

-Citric acid (preserves the crunch and texture of the fries 
forever) 

-Dimethylpolysiloxane (a chemical used in bathtub or sink 
sealants)
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7.1.1s Expository Passage Practice

New Words 

One common question people repeatedly ask about 
dictionaries is how a new word gets added! The answer is 
simple: The word gets used. 
Dictionary editors analyze the words and language people 
are currently using along with how often they use the 
words and in what situations they use the words. They also 
have to consider the meaning of the word and how that 
word impacts all of our society. 
First, these editors discover new words by reading current 
books, newspapers, magazines and online sources to look 
for new words that are appearing everywhere over and 
over again. 
When editors notice a new or interesting word—or even a 
common word used in a whole new way— they make a 
note of it and begin gathering information that explains how 
it is used, where it is used, and what it means. 
Next, editors record that word in a digital file along with 
information like where it was used and what it means. They 
also have to include examples of how it is being used, like 
what it sounds like when people speak, write, or talk.  
Then the editors have to start keeping track of how often 
that new word appears all throughout our society. They 
have to consider whether it’s common or uncommon. It’s 
almost like a contest to decide which new words are the 
most popular and the most often used in order to figure out 
what will make it into the dictionary.  
Thus, the process of adding a new word to the dictionary 
can take quite a while because of all the steps involved in 
making the final decision. 

Laughter 

Giggling, chuckling, cackling, snickering, chortling— 
these are all synonyms laughing— the healthiest way 
to forget your troubles and lesson your stress. 

The power of laughing is a proven health benefit. 
Scientific health researchers have actually shown how 
laughter really can be the best medicine.  

1. LOWERS BLOOD PRESSURE 
People who lower their blood pressure and get their 
hearts pumping will reduce their risk of stroke and 
heart attack. There are real medicines that doctors 
prescribe for people with high blood pressure and 
heart issues, so pure, constant laughing can really 
have a positive benefit along with those medications.  

2. LOWERS SICKNESS 
By reducing the level of stress in your daily life, you’re 
eliminating the kind of stress that negatively effects 
your body. Moreover, the reduction of stress in the 
body improves your immunity. It’s like saying that 
happy people who laugh a lot are less likely to catch a 
cold because happy people are healthier.  

Laughing, then, is an excellent way to stay healthy not 
only mentally and emotionally, but physically as well. 
Laughing truly is a powerful way to stay healthy!
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7.1.1s Expository Passage Practice

Complete the following activities about the four expository text reading passages.

1) Draw a box around the topic sentence in each passage.  

2) Make a squiggly line under the most important supporting details that most clearly support the topic sentence.  

3) Write a more interesting title for each selection that helps prepare the reader for the topic.  

4) What is the purpose of each article? (Inform, persuade, explain, describe) 

5) Circle examples of facts that you notice in each passage.  

6) Underline examples of opinions you notice in each passage (does each passage contain opinions?). 

7) Look back at your list of text features from yesterday’s Power Point (if you were absent, it’s find to look at 
classmate’s notes). Choose one text feature that you would like to include in each passage (a different text 
feature for each one). Use any space available near or in the passages to create your text feature. Be sure to 
label each text feature you use.  

8) Write a summary of each expository passage (2-3 sentences is plenty).
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